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©Ohio House Bill 309 (136th General Assembly) aims to provide property tax relief by
expanding the authority of county budget commissions to review, modify, and
potentially reduce "unnecessary" or "excessive" local tax levies. The bill focuses on
cutting high millage rates and curbing revenue windfalls from property reappraisals,
serving as a key part of 2025-2026 Ohio property tax reform. @

Key Aspects of HB 309:

« Budget Commission Power: Empowers county budget commissions (auditor,
treasurer, prosecutor) to lower voter-approved, non-debt levies if they deem the
revenue exceeds reasonable financial needs.

« "Excessive" Tax Reduction: Specifically targets reducing high millage rates that
cause tax bills to spike, particularly during reappraisal years.

« Limitations on Reductions: Limits commissions from reducing school district
operating levies below the 20-mill floor and prohibits cuts below the previous year’s
revenue unless sufficient reserve funds exist.

« "Fixed Sum" Levies: Introduces a new option for school districts to renew
eemergency or substitute levies as a "fixed sum," designed to provide more stability
for taxpayers.

« Context: The bill is part of a larger legislative effort—alongside HB 335 and HB 129—
to curb rising property taxes by limiting inside millage and increasing transparency
in tax collections. @

The bill was passed by the House and moved to the Senate for further consideration,
acting as a direct check on local government taxing authority. @




